IX

THE   GREAT  REFORM   BILL

A NEW Parliament met on October 26, 1830.
The opening debate was as usual on the Address in
reply to the Speech from the Throne, and it proved
to be a debate of the greatest importance. The
Government were challenged by Lord Grey and
others to make known their views on the subject
of Parliamentary Reform ; and the Government,
through the mouth of the Prime Minister, the Duke
of Wellington, did make known their views with a
vengeance. All that the Duke of Wellington could
accord to any proposal for Parliamentary Reform
was, if we may adopt certain famous words then still
ringing in the ears of Europe, f( La mort sans phrase."
The Duke declared himself utterly opposed to any
and every measure which called for an alteration in
the existing parliamentary system. He declared that
he had never read or even heard of any scheme
which satisfied his mind that the parliamentary
system could be rendered any better than it was at
the moment. The country, he declared, was happy

enough to possess a legislature which answered all
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